; , 1 ‘  June 9, 1919,

Pr. 8. Py Capen, ‘
Gay-Tecague Hotel,
Montzomery, Alsbams.

Desr Dr, Capen:-
> I tried to call you yesterdey and today over the
telephone but failed to reach you.

‘ One siatement of fact I wish to suggest to you
concerning the A. G. T. I, is that you failed to make &ny
mention of our strong work in music =~ a technical subject.
Ye have developed uwnusual strength in Uome “conomics as your
report stated., We have done perhsps equally as much in
music, but this was not wmentioned. I ocalled your sttention
to the omission of our Summer School work.

Concerning the matter of continuing s purely
technical school, I wish to state that was slways our pur- :
pose, but we did wish to raise it to a technicsal school of
college standard. Tt was not our intention to make it a
litersry collasge, but to develop aslong technical lines young
women,es Auburn has done for men.' ®or that reason, we
thought we should do both the Smith-lover and the Smithe
Fughes work. However, I realize that it tskes considerable
money to develop such an institution, snd under present con=
ditions, it may not be possible for us to get the proper
amount of money.

I should like tery much to discues thie feature -
with the Board, - You will understend that I do not think,
end I hone you did not get the opinion from me that I
thought, that you and your associates had any idea of in-
juring thie Institute, for I did not ®unlend to convey such
an impression. I did think that the recommendations you

-made would injure the school, however much you BHirht intend
to do otherwise. / '

have '

1/ thought more sbout the statement you msde in
regsrd to our work here. I can see there is a good opening
for such a school, provided it is not narrowed down too much. You

/Uannot; have good technical work without a good substratum of
litersry work, In other words, there must be good work in

bEnglish; History, Poreign lLenguages, Kkducation, Sociology,
and Vothematice in sddition to the allied sciences. It is
becsuse 6f this broad fraining that we haove ineisted upon
that we hav@ﬁ&ﬁh&bl&d to do a&s much as we have done.

"here are some excellent people in the state who _
believe that thie inetitution should be narrowed down solely
for poor girls, snd for that reason, it should be a poor school,
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I am very thankful that we have been able to draw a large
number of studente of limited means, and I trust that we
ghall alwaye do so, but becsuse these girls have limited

means ie no reason why they should have limited opportunities,
but a very etrong reason why they should have the highed¥
opportunities., The rich girle should not be exeluded be~
cause I firmly believe thet the educstion we hsve given ism

g much needed by the rich as by the poor. T shall always

be opposed to a state inatitution for classes; that ie, the
poor against the rich or the rich againet the poor.

If you can put in & statement to the effect that
the form of eduoetio£ that we give, or should give, is an
expeneivg one and will require congiderable money for pre-
senting 1t properly. Our Professore snd Associate Professors
ghould b@c¥&$u~§£, g%gs e?ugl to those given college Pro-
fessors n our stave University. Unleses we of fer such
salaries, we can never draw to us the stronger talent. 1

hope you ean see your way clear to get in 2 statement of
thie kind for us.

. There sre many forms of technicecal instruvetion
that should be presented and we can bring them in splendidly
provided we have the means to do it. We should not be
limited to & two-year college course. 4As I steted to you
the other day, our work hed been incressed in efficiency
nearly one hundred per cent. by sdding the three~year college
course. We should be asllowved to bring on the three-yoar
college course in technical work, or four yesrs in course of
time. lone of ue cen ftell now what will be necessary or
degirable four or five yecars from today. Mor my pert, I
should like to discontinue the training of teadﬁer§ for
elementary echoole., I never wanted it to begin with, but
there was such & demand for teachers trsined as we trained
them here that we fell into 1t by degrees. The faet is,
the courses of study that we have offered sre, in my
opinion, the very best for teachers. The success of our
pupile has shown that we have trained them properly. 4s to
the training of high school teachers, if srrangements could
be made with the Hidueation Department for us to train teachers
in Home Hoonomics, Husic, Commereisl subjects, and in other
technical lines, it would suit us very well indeed. Many
of the high schoole wish to present Stenogranhy, Typewriting,
eand Dookkeeping. We could easily train teachers for these
subjects.

If I could go before the Commission, I think I
could make all thece pointe clesr, and I believe you would
agree with what I have to sugpeet to them., I will sppreciete
it if you will show thies letter to the Commiseion.

Very truly yours,

TH¥P:H \ Pregident.



